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ABSTRACT 
This research is aimed to (1) show how gender ambiguity is portrayed in 
David Levithan‘s Every Day and (2) find out the implications of gender ambiguity in 
the novel. Therefore, this research applied queer theory in relation to the 
representation of same-sex desire and queer in the novel. 
To analyze the data, this research used qualitative descriptive content analysis. 
The data of the research were the expressions related to (1) gender ambiguity and (2) 
the implications of gender ambiguity in the work of David Levithan‘s Every Day. The 
primary instrument of in this research was the researcher himself while the data sheet 
functioned as the secondary instrument. To ensure the data trustworthiness, 
triangulation was applied in this research. 
 The results of this research show the representation of gender ambiguity in the 
novel through the main character and the main character love‘s experience. A, the 
main character in the novel, happens to be genderless and has to move from one body 
into another every day. Because of it, A is able to see many different lives from many 
different perspectives, including being a male or female, a man and woman. 
Furthermore, the story develops since the day A meets the girl named Rhiannon and 
falls in love with her. Both of them then encounter so many problems due to their 
love relation. Although at first Rhiannon cannot believe that this kind of relationship 
would last long, she finally accepts A for whatever A is. The study also reveals that 
there are two implications of gender ambiguity in the novel: distinguishing gender 
and sex and excluding gender in love relation. 
Keywords: gender, gender ambiguity, queer, Every Day, David Levithan          
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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
A. Background of The Study 
For many years, the validity of what actually means to be a man or 
woman has been questioned since the phenomena related to gender appear to 
the surface of the society in almost all around the globe. The efforts of 
feminist in the past to equalize women position with men and even now gay 
and lesbian who demand the right as heterosexual, these things have close 
relation to gender ambiguity. On the other hand, it seems that gender appear to 
the surface of society as a problem because of its ambiguity since the exact 
meaning of being in a gender is still questionable. There must be a reason why 
some groups of people think that gender is still ambiguous. 
Biologically, it is right to say someone is male or female. Yet, to say that 
sex and gender are actually the same thing is the thing that need to be 
considered. If those two are actually the same, then why do some people think 
that gender is ambiguous? The fact is that now, the phenomena in such groups 
with same-sex desire does exist and they even demand the right to live with 
whoever they love. Moreover, in some countries, to do same-sex marriage is 
allowed by the law, although some still put a serious law like being jailed and 
even sentenced to death for practicing it.  
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In America for example, Human Right Campaign writes that late 2013 is 
considered as the greatest achievement for people who do same-sex desire, 
indicated by the declaration of the right for LGBT by president Obama. In 
addition The Rainbow Times which is New England‘s largest LBGTQ 
newspaper since 2006 even puts his speech which shows that the president 
Obama proclaims June 2013 as LGBT Pride Month. Another example is that 
in many countries, especially in the rural areas, there are some groups which 
have gender concept more than just men and women.  In Indonesia for 
example, a tribe named Bugis, even has more than two genders. In fact, they 
even have five genders which are all accepted culturally and socially. Two of 
those are Calabai, men who dress and act as a women and Calalai, women 
who dress and act as men. Yet, they are biologically male and female. 
However, Indonesia is a country which officially accepts only two genders 
and yet it allows this to happen as the reason of preserving culture. In short, 
Bugis tradition leads to the idea that sex is not something that determines 
gender. Furthermore, if sex and gender are distinct, what is actually to have a 
gender? Why does the phenomenon like the one occurred in Bugis and 
America exist? 
Butler, in her book entitled Gender Trouble mentions that gender is not 
the result of nature but it is socially constructed (1990: 6). This also means 
that male and female behavior are not the result of biology but is rather 
constructed and reinforced through several factors such as culture, society, 
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certain groups‘ interest, and even religion. Considering this statement, it can 
be assumed that 
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gender has a close connection with human behavior, for example men are 
supposed to wear pants instead of skirt. Many things are considered to be 
men‘s or women‘s belongings or interests, yet this fact is still questionable 
whether this fact has already been embodied within human since they are 
babies or only the concept which is invested to obtain certain purposes. It is 
worth considering also that long time ago, in some countries, men wearing 
skirt and women dressing and even acting like men are easily found. 
Michel Foucault, a philosopher and also known as one of the most 
influential thinkers who contribute to poststructuralist and also a gay, 
simplifies gender in a form of sexuality: who one wants or what one wants. 
He never has any intention to omit any biological dimension, yet he prefers to 
prioritize the crucial role of institution and discourse in the formation of 
sexuality (Sprago, Facoult and Queer Theory, 1999: 13). His statement refers 
to the role of someone in form of sexuality and how it functions or takes a part 
in society. Furthermore, Sprago, based on Foucoult‘s idea, also espouses the 
idea of queer theory in which it defines against the normal or normalizing, like 
poststructuralists which contend that a concern on human as a single 
individual needs to be deconstructed and troubled. He also mentions that 
queer theory defines diverse range of critical practices and priorities such the 
representation of same-sex desire in reading literary texts, songs, films and 
images, and it has such political and social power relation of sexuality (1999: 
8-9). Considering the statement above, it can be assumed that queer theory can 
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possibly be applied to see the representation of same-sex desire, gender 
problem, also political and social power through literary texts. 
David Levithan is an American author who keens on discussing LGBT 
fiction for young adults. Even from his first debut in writing novels, he clearly 
shows supportive acts toward LGBT by his novel entitled Boy Meets Boy 
(2003). Not only Levithan‘s first novel Boy Meets Boy, several books such as 
How They Meet and Other Stories (2008), Two Boys Kissing (2014), and Wide 
Awake (2017) can also be considered as the novels which discuss LGBT. In 
addition, even since his first novel, Levithan successfully gains many awards. 
In 2012-2013, his book entitled Every Day which is going to be analyzed in 
this research, has a unique concept where the main character has to inhabit 
different body every day and soon becomes bestseller. This concept enables 
the main character to experience various kinds of lives without boundaries 
such as sex, religion, tribes, social status, and physical condition. At first, it 
seems that he wants to offer a story about how to live a life without 
boundaries such as society, culture, politic, and others. However, he uses love 
as a device to develop the plot, where the main character named A falls in love 
with a girl named Rhiannon. Since then, the story becomes a unique love story 
where both of them have to face many problems regarding their love due to 
genderless state of the main character. Yet they still love each other. 
Considering that the main character is genderless and several things happened 
to the main character regarding the love A gets into, the researcher would try 
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to reveal the issue of gender ambiguity, by which the main character is 
believed as a representation of gender ambiguity through literary texts. In 
addition, this research is conducted as the researcher believes that the 
phenomena related to gender problems exists even until now. 
In order to scrutinize the issue of gender ambiguity, the researcher applies 
the Queer Theory to show how gender ambiguity is portrayed in the work of 
David Levithan entitled Every Day and to find out the implications of gender 
ambiguity in the novel. 
  
B. Research Focus 
David Levithan‘s Every Day is a young adult novel which is believed to 
have gender ambiguity issue expressed by the main character. Having 
genderless state in which the main character has to move to different body 
every day, this makes A have to face a lot of things in his life, more than 
ordinary human does in this world, especially about love. 
This novel seems to question human‘s life with all its embodied identity. 
Moreover, the researcher believes that A‘s love to Rhiannon leads to 
something that can be connected to gender ambiguity. The story about 
someone having genderless state is the thing that researcher believes to have 
something to do with gender ambiguity. Therefore, the researcher assumes 
that this novel is one of literary texts depicting gender ambiguity. 
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The researcher will use Foucault‘s Queer Theory to show how gender 
ambiguity is portrayed and find out the implications of gender ambiguity in 
David Levithan‘s Every Day. 
 
C. Research Objective 
The research objectives are: 
1. to show how gender ambiguity is portrayed in David Levithan‘s Every 
Day; and 
2. to find out the implications of gender ambiguity in David Levithan‘s 
Every Day. 
 
D. Research Significance 
The research is expected to give more contribution to the following 
groups of people: 
1. to student of English Literature Study Program 
This research hopefully can enhance a better understanding about the 
study of Queer Theory since it is rarely conducted. In other words, this 
research is also aimed to give a better understanding about gender 
ambiguity issue that still exists until now.  
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2. to other researchers 
The discussion and the finding of the research can hopefully be beneficial 
and comparative means for other researchers in order to get the references 
for their study, especially about the study of certain phenomena through 
literature. 
3. to general readers 
This research is aimed to give more information and a better 
understanding about life. Since the novel has the main character who 
possesses genderless state, the main character is able to see many 
different lives from many different perspectives. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   8 
 
CHAPTER II 
LITERARY REVIEW 
A. Post-structuralism 
Post-structuralism or poststructuralist theory is in fact the ground of 
many critics or theories which is believed that the realities are created by 
the language used by people. Its influence leads to the appearance of 
theories or critics such as reader response and gender theory like feminism 
and queer. Saladen and Widowson mention in their book entitled 
Contemporary Literary Theory that this theory first criticizes Saussure‘s 
linguistic theory about ―sign‖ in a word which is divided into two, 
signifier and signified (1993: 125). In addition, Eagleton in Literary 
Theory An Introduction also mentions about Saussure‘ point which says 
that the differential nature of meaning is to consider that meaning would 
always be established by the division or articulation of sign. For example 
the signified ‗boat‘ is given by the signifier ‗boat‘ because it splits itself 
from the signifier ‗moat‘ (1983: 127). In short, post-structuralism then 
questions the validity of Saussure‘s theory about sign, if each sign means 
what it actually means because it never means other signs, defining a sign 
would be so tricky because Saussure‘s language leads to a problem of 
where someone might draw the line in language. No sign is definite or has 
a strong meaning. 
Eagleton also mentions that meaning is never represented in signs 
fully as the context still takes its part (1983: 129). It then leads to the idea 
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that realities are established by the language as the meaning inside a sign 
would not be definite or exactly correct. Furthermore, this idea seems to 
stimulate other theories which focus on a language or sign and believe that 
a certain meaning could actually be invested or constructed. 
In this case, feminism or feminist theory is one of theories which take 
post-structuralism as the ground. It questions the role of women especially 
how they take their role or what they actually mean in society since 
women are always considered lower than men. This theory does not only 
argue the meaning behind the word ‗women‘, yet it also argues what it 
actually means to be women, why they have to live behind men‘s 
shadows. St Thomas Aquinas (in Selden and Widdowson, 1993: 203) 
states ―woman is imperfect man‖. This also means that they are considered 
weaker than men. This conception of men and women remains until now 
even though it is not as strong as it was in the past.  
Another theory which has a close relation to post-structuralism is 
Queer theory. This theory is defined as the one which opposes ‗normal‘ or 
normalizing. In other words, it has the same basic thought as post 
structuralism which counters structuralism which leads to the idea that 
every sign in the world is definite. It has also been mentioned by Saladen 
and Widowson (1993: 125) that poststructuralists are once structuralists 
who notice the error of their ways. Furthermore, poststructuralists assume 
that what people see as normal could be incorrect, including signs. In 
short, if feminist theory focuses on equalization of gender in which women 
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are considered weaker than man, queer theory sees that gender is not 
something that determines sexual desire. Gender is only a label which is 
created for some reasons rather than biological aspects. Furthermore, queer 
theory criticizes the idea that male are supposed to act as men rather than 
women and fall in love with female which people usually see as normal for 
―gender is constructed‖ (Butler, 1990: 8). This emphasizes that the most 
significant aspect is what the heart tells.  
 
B. Queer Theory 
Queer theory is well-known as a study on gender or more on same-sex 
desire. Sprago in his book Foucault and Queer Theory mentions that queer 
is against normal or normalizing and it is not systematical or singular 
concept or methodological framework, yet collective intellectual 
engagements with the connection among sex, gender, and sexual desire 
(1999: 8-9). He also mentions that Foucault is not the one who originally 
comes up with the idea of queer theory, yet Foucault‘s own terms is seen 
as a brief of particular discourses on sexuality culminating in the current 
queer moment (1999: 10). Hence, his terms or ideas can be applied since 
the relation among sex, gender, and sexual desire are studied, it is possible 
to say that there must be something that is questionable within the relation 
of those three, sex, gender, and sexual desire. As a matter of fact, it is 
difficult to distinguish sex, gender, and sexual desire since the problem 
related to their relation and definition exist even now. 
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It is true that male and female are biologically different. Yet the 
question of what are actually sex, gender, and sexual desire still remains 
until now. Furthermore, the phenomena such as gay and lesbian appear in 
the surface of society and it cannot be denied that it has an impact on them. 
Foucault (in Namaste, 2007: 3) states ―sexuality is taboo, something which 
nothing can be said‖. This statement can then be connected to the 
appearance of gay and lesbian. If the sexuality is truly taboo and none can 
explain what it actually means, then it is also right to have same sex desire 
like being lesbian or gay. In short, it can be concluded that this phenomena 
appears because the ambiguity of the relation between sex, gender, and 
sexual desire exists. Furthermore, queer theory plays its role in challenging 
the most basic requirements that is accepted by the society about sex, 
gender, and sexuality, also the opposition among homosexual and 
heterosexual including biological sex, culturally determined gender, and 
also being men or women. 
Derridean (in Namaste, 1994: 222) states that heterosexual and 
homosexual need each other. After all, one term would never appear 
without the other one, at least in gaining definition. Namaste also mentions 
that queer theory focuses on exploring the borders in politics, 
communities, and sexual identities. Basically this theory tries to answer 
several questions such as how certain terms or categories such as gay, 
lesbian, and queer appear, how they can be distinguished, and how the 
definition of heterosexual and homosexual make any sense to society 
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(1994: 224). He clearly mentions that queer focuses on the borders that 
exist related to gender as he also mention sexual identities, communities 
and also politics which also make gay, lesbian and queer emerge. Edelman 
(in Jagose, 1996: 4) adds that standpoint of this theory is on the 
possibilities that cannot be articulated just yet. He also clearly states 
―queer is a zone of possibilities‖ (1996: 6). There is no specific word 
referring to gay and lesbian at first. Yet, it develops continuously. Jagose 
herself says ―whatever ambivalences structure queer, there is no doubt that 
it recent redeployment is making substantial impact on lesbian and gay 
studies‖ (1996: 4). From the quotation, it can be concluded that queer 
continuously aims to take its part it soon would reach its destination. 
Therefore, that those borders are still being questioned, it makes sense 
that there must be something unclear among them related also to 
homosexual and heterosexual. In conclusion, if the boarder among 
homosexual and heterosexual is still questionable and unclear, it makes 
sense if some people or certain groups like gay and lesbian argue that 
gender is also still ambiguous and stand against it as they want their 
existence to be also accepted in society. 
1. Sex, Truth and Discourse 
Although a person like Butler clearly mentions that gender is 
constructed, the definition of sexuality and gender are insufficient to prove 
that gender is something that is invented in human. In this case, going back 
to find the answer can be an option to reveal the nature of those aspects. 
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Sprago mentions in his book that Foucault‘s book entitled History of 
Sexuality, written in 1970s, criticizes the end of sexual revolution in 
Western culture. This gives strong, powerful, and provocative counter 
narrative to established storys about Victorian sexual oppression which 
gives away to enlightenment and progressive liberation in the 20th century 
and becomes Foucault‘s most ambitious project. Unfortunately, he left it 
undone at the time of his death (1999: 10-11). If sexuality is truly 
oppressed, what actually things from sexuality that need to be repressed is 
still questionable. 
Traditional accounts view sexuality as a natural feature of human life 
which is oppressed in Western society. Sprago also writes that sexuality is 
hidden in Victorian era and being unmentionable in speech and writing. He 
also mentions that it is stifled by repression and prohibition (1999: 11). 
This means that something about sexuality is hidden for a particular reason 
that no one is supposed to know. It has an intentional purpose why it has to 
be kept and discourse should maintain it that way since it plays a big role 
in society. However, the truth about sexual desire would never disappear. 
Problems remain and sexual or gender ambiguity start to get to the surface 
of society. 
Foucault does not stop with that conclusion, he does not concern with 
the word ‗repression‘ and ‗prohibition‘. He seeks something deeper than 
that. Sprago states: 
Foucault rejected this ‗repressive hypothesis‘ and claimed that 
evidence from the 19th century pointed not to a prohibition on 
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speaking about sexuality but to a remarkable proliferation of 
discourses about sexuality. So what was, is, sexuality? A vital 
feature of Foucault‘s argument is that sexuality is not a natural 
feature or fact of human life but a constructed category of 
experience which has historical, social and cultural, rather than 
biological, origins. This conception of sexuality is difficult to 
grasp; it seems counter-intuitive. Sexuality seems, like gender, to 
be simply there, but also to be somehow special, personal, a matter 
of our ‗inner most desires‘ – who we want, what we want, how we 
want. It‘s something inside us, a property, our property. But having 
so much invested in believing sexuality to be natural does not mean 
that it is. (1999: 12). 
 
This never means that any biological aspect or dimension is omitted by 
Foucault, yet he concerns more on the crucial role of institution and 
discourse in the formation of sexuality. He also invites people to create 
knowledge about sexuality which is more cultural than natural which also 
contributes to the maintenance of specific power relation indirectly. In 
short, he drives people to speak about gender and sexuality rather than just 
being silent. Furthermore, this leads to a conclusion that gender and 
sexuality as people comonly know are produced rather than invented. It is 
there, in knowledge within a particular discourse and being tied up with 
power. From this understanding, certain groups of people asumes that 
gender with all which is embodied in it, including its limitations is 
ambiguous. Gender ambiguity starts to be noticed as some people do not 
belong to any definition suggested by gender.   
2. Gender Ambiguity 
While feminism concens on the conception of gender identity centered 
on the idea of female sex (biologically, legally, culturally, and socially 
determined), queer theory is anti-normative approach reffusing the 
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dechotomy of being ‗men‘  and ‗women‘ by offering a more complicated 
explanation of gender and sexuality and this is actually beyond the limit of 
feminism with its emphasis on gender identity, which is unexplored 
sexuality fields (Piantato, 2016: 4). In other words, feminism itslef cannot 
cover the identity of women who are lesbian. In addition, Piantato in his 
article also mentions, ―a lesbian could not have been fired from her job 
because of her being a woman, but she could have been fired for her being 
a lesbian (2016: 4)‖. Therefore, queer theory offers new understanding of 
gender identity by declining the binarism between men and women as this 
theory also suggests that it is impossible to define gender identity or 
individual‘s gender on the basis of such individual‘s not belonging to the 
opposite gender, yet gender should be considered as a social act that an 
individual of either sex can perform (2016: 5). 
Furthermore, gender as people commonly know appears to be problem 
for queer people since it is ambiguous and cannot cover their true 
existance and identity in society. In short, Ambiguity suggests an 
uncertainty, something that is possible to be interpreted in several ways 
(―Ambiguity‖). Judih Butler´s theory of gender performance is then 
interpreted as a social behaviour. Gender ambiguity is therefore defined as 
a social behaviour when it comes to men and women that could be 
interpreted in more than one way. In addition, gender in this context does 
not refer to the biological sex, but the different norms and cultural 
constructions with regard to gender (Schriefer, 2015: 2). In addition, 
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Beemyn and Eliason in their book mentions that there is a new 
understanding of sex, gender and sexual identities as sites in becoming that 
do not match with the normative discourses of gender in queer theory 
(1996: 5). From this statement, it can be concluded that people with same-
sex desire cannot achieve their place in society as their existance is not in 
line with normative discourse of gender. In short, gender excludes 
genderqueer individuals who manifest ambiguity toward the two standared 
gender identities (Ziman, Davis, and Raclaw, 2014: 36). Furthermore, the 
reason why gender is ambiguous is that the limitations which are created 
socially and culturally from time to time such as considering sex to 
determine gender and considering gender and sex to determine sexuality. 
Foucault mentions that queer is against normal or normalizing and it is not 
systematical or singular concept or methodological framework, yet 
collective intellectual engagements with the connection among sex, 
gender, and sexual desire as the relations among them are not clear just yet 
(1999: 8-9). In addition, Sprago, based on Foucault‘s idea on queer theory, 
in his book also states:  
 So what was, is, sexuality? A vital feature of Foucault‘s argument 
is that sexuality is not a natural feature or fact of human life but a 
constructed category of experience which has historical, social and 
cultural, rather than biological, origins. This conception of 
sexuality is difficult to grasp; it seems counter-intuitive. Sexuality 
seems, like gender, to be simply there, but also to be somehow 
special, personal, a matter of our ‗inner most desires‘ – who we 
want, what we want, how we want. It‘s something inside us, a 
property, our property (1999: 12). 
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Considering some statements mention above, it can be concluded that 
gender ambiguity appears since the limitations offered by gender as people 
know now are considered unclear and cannot cover the position or identity 
of certain grups such as lesbian, gay, transgender, and bisex in society. 
Therefore, queer theory provoked by Foucault opens the possibilities to 
those groups to obtain their place in society as he simplifies sexuality into 
a matter of ‗inner most desire‘.  
In conclusion, gender ambiguity is the term used by people who find 
the difficulties in gaining their identities and position among society 
through the limitations offered by gender, especially for people with same-
sex desire. They cannot place themselves in two standared gender, ‗men‘ 
and ‗women‘, since normative discourse in which it has already invested in 
human socially and culturally from time to time often refers to sex which 
determines gender and sexual desire which is also determined by 
determined gender, which also means the opposite gender or sex.               
3. Queer Theory and Literary Text 
It is the fact that in Victorian era, something about sexuality and 
gender are covered and unmentionable even in speech and writing. Yet 
what is actually being covered begins to appear as the question to the 
surface of the society. Sprago also mentions that at that time, something 
about sexuality is stifled by repression and prohibition (1999: 11). This 
also means that speech and writing take a big role in covering something 
about sexuality that is hidden from society. It does make sense since 
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speech and especially writing or literary works are close to people‘s life as 
they take their part in influencing people. In addition, writings are affected 
by authors‘ social position, race, gender, citizenship, religion, and origin as 
well as their specific intentions in creating certain works (Eagleton,1976a: 
58).Therefore, literary works offer authors‘ ideology in which they could 
possibly influence readers including the idea that gender is constructed. 
This leads queer to take their place in literary works as feminists do in 
late seventieth century until now. They start to provoke readers smoothly 
by using literary works, giving the idea that the concept of gender as we 
have already known for years is something that is ambiguous and leading 
the topic of gender ambiguity which is unmentionable in the past 
seventieth century (Habib, 2005: 667). Since queer can also be seen in 
literary works, it becomes possible to analyze them using queer theory.  
Sprago writes in his book that queer theory defines diverse range of 
critical practices and priorities such the representation of same-sex desire 
in reading literary texts, songs, films and images. (1999: 9). Considering 
this statement about queer theory, it can also be concluded that queer now 
exists in films, songs, images, and even literary texts. In addition, these 
things have significant roles in offering the idea of queer and they can be 
analyzed using queer theory. 
Shortly, queer needs literary texts to offer the idea that gender is 
actually constructed to the readers. They have a close relation and it 
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enables the possibility for queer theory to be applied to particular literary 
works which consist of gender issues including gender ambiguity.  
 
C. David Levithan and His Every Day 
David Levithan was born in September 7, 1972 in New Jersey, United 
States. He is a famous author in creating young-adult novels and editor. 
Seventeen books have already been written by him, starting from his first 
book Boy Meets Boy (2003) until his novel entitled You Know Me Well 
(2016). Many sources have mentioned that David Levithan, with almost all 
books, he writes is also an LGBT rights activist.  
Keth in Daily Kos, online news, writes that when Levithan is asked 
about why he writes various numbers of queer books in 2012 National 
Book Festival, he explains the progression of young adult and then moves 
to queer as status. Furthermore, he confesses that he is gay and interacts 
with queer kids all the time. He also explains that he tries to find different 
angles to tell their stories because there are not enough of people telling 
those stories. Moreover, he also talks about negative reactions about his 
books in his interview, especially Boy Meets Boy. He says that all of queer 
people would have to struggle to find their place in society, including 
himself. Therefore, writing is one of his ways to help gaining the freedom 
to queer people including Levithan, as he believes that sooner or later the 
day would come. 
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 Furthermore, his novel entitled Every Day, a New York Times bestselling 
and a famous novel for young-adult published in 2012 provides readers 
with a "wise, wildly unique" love story through A‘s life. A as the main 
character of the novel has to wake up every day in a different body and is 
forced to inhabit the body he gets into. The uniqueness of A‘s story is the 
reason which makes the novel become bestselling.  
In the novel, A has no exact body since A is born and does not know 
whether A is a male or female. In another word, A is genderless and forced 
to be in different body every day after A closes his eyes for the night sleep 
and wakes up with different body. Because of this reason, A could 
sometimes be a male or female. However, A does not hop from being 
sixteen to being sixty.  
The story starts to develop since A starts to fall in love with the same 
girl named Rhiannon when the day he inhabits Justin‘s life, Rhiannon‘s 
boyfriend. Furthermore, A encounters so many problem for A‘s love to 
Rhiannon grows stronger and A keeps moving to another body every day. 
 
D. Previous Studies 
Studying gender through literature by using queer theory is not 
something new in literary criticism. There are a couple of researches 
applying this approach to show that gender is actually constructed or 
supporting acts towards same-sex desire. Two of the examples are a thesis 
entitled Understanding Homosexual Identities in Modern Young Adult 
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Literature: An Analysis of Rainbow Bows, Openly Straight, and Boy Meets 
Boy by Justin Littlefield (2016) and an article entitled Queer Love in 
Woolf's Orlando and Chu's Notes of a Desolate Man (2012). 
Understanding Homosexual Identities in Modern Young Adult 
Literature: An Analysis of Rainbow Bows, Openly Straight, and Boy Meets 
Boy by Justin Littlefield discusses how the term used by the characters in 
the novel can describe their sexuality and how identity formation takes 
place in homosexual characters. Mean while, Queer Love in Woolf's 
Orlando and Chu's Notes of a Desolate Man discusses about an 
elaboration on homosexual sensibilities of both women and men based on 
the concept of écriture feminine in the context of patriarchy and the 
former's power of subversion and change. Both works are using queer 
theory, yet they have different object and findings and the same thing also 
applies to this research.  
The recent research entitled Gender Ambiguity as Seen in David 
Levithan’s Every Day gives another findings and it focuses more on 
showing gender ambiguity is portrayed and finding out the implications of 
gender ambiguity in David Levithan‘s Every Day which becomes the basic 
thought of same-sex desire. 
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E. Conceptual Framework 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 1: Framework of Thinking 
Queer Theory 
Objective 1 
To show how gender ambiguity is 
portrayed in David Levithan‘s Every 
Day. 
Objective 2 
To find out the implications of gender 
ambiguity as seen in David Levithan‘s 
Every Day. 
Post-structuralism Literature 
David Levithan‘s 
Every Day 
Gender Ambiguity as Seen in David 
Levithan‘s Every Day.  
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Chapter III 
RESEARCH METHOD 
A. Research Design 
Descriptive qualitative method was applied in this research. Since this 
method concerns on natural phenomena without interferences of experimental 
setting or unnatural treatments, this method was chosen to ease the researcher in 
delivering descriptive data such as words, phrases, clauses, sentences and any 
phenomena related to gender ambiguity embodied in David Levithan‘s Every 
Day. In contrast, quantitative research method focuses on the data in form of 
numbers and statistics (Bogdan and Binken, 1982; 28). Therefore, quantitative 
research design is not appropriate to this research since the data would not be 
qualified in the numeric standard. 
This research employed a content analysis technique in analyzing the data. 
According to Krippendroff (2004: 18-19) content analysis is a method applied 
in qualitative research to analyze data in the form of text, since text can be 
varied from maps, pictures, artworks, signs, songs, symbols. Each text 
produced definitely has subjective, sentimental meanings both for its readers 
and its author. Thus, the researcher intentionally conducted this research to 
show how gender ambiguity is portrayed and find out the implications of 
gender ambiguity in David Levithan‘s Every Day. 
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B. Data and Source of The Data 
Given (2008: 85) explains that the data are compilation of information 
analyzed in the research. The data in this research were in the form of 
expressions found in the novel entitled Every Day by David Levithan in 2013 
related to gender ambiguity and the significant meanings of gender ambiguity 
in the novel. The source of the data used in this research is the novel itself. The 
researchers used the data to show how gender ambiguity is portrayed and find 
out the implications of gender ambiguity in the novel. 
 
C. Research Instruments 
Research instrument is defined as an equipment that is used in certain 
works, study or research for scientific purposes (Hornby, 1995: 619). To collect 
the data, a protocol or an instrument might be applied. Yet, as stated by Lincoln 
and Guba (in Vanderstoep and Johnston, 2009: 188), the human instrument 
takes an important role in a qualitative research. This is because they are 
formed by experience, and actually the ones who accumulate the information.  
Thus, the researcher worked as a human instrument. He planned the 
research, collected the data, interpreted and analyzed them, and also produced 
conclusion and reported the result. Furthermore, data sheets were additional 
instruments that were employed in this research. Data sheets were functioned to 
arrange the data systematically. 
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D. Data Collecting Technique 
Four steps were done in this research to collect the data: reading, note 
taking, interpreting, and categorizing. Firstly, the researcher read David 
Levithan‘s Every Day carefully and then did rereading it extensively until he 
comprehended the novel. Secondly, taking notes and highlighted the content of 
the novel that could be used as data was done by the researcher. These two 
steps were the most significant in the data collecting technique. Thirdly, the 
researcher examined the data and tried to interpret them. Categorizing the data 
into a particular form of data sheet, and highlighted the part of the questions, 
related to the findings, to amplify the significance of them was the last step 
done by the researcher. Furthermore, the researcher used the data sheet to ease 
him seeing the progress of the research during the process of collecting data. 
The form of data sheet is presented below.     
Table 1: The Portrayal of Gender Ambiguity in David Levithan‟s Every 
Day 
No Page Data Meaning 
1. 
 
1 ―Every day I am 
someone else, I am 
myself—I know I am 
myself—but I am also 
someone else. It has 
always been like this‖  
A has no gender or on the other 
word, A is genderless. It then 
enables A to experience so many 
different lives including being 
male or female. 
2 1 The information is 
there. I wake up, open 
my eyes, understand 
that it is a new morning, 
A is in Justin‘s body and in fully 
control of Justin‘s body for one 
day only, including his memory. 
Yet A knows that A is not Justin 
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No Page Data Meaning 
a new place. The 
biography kicks in, a 
welcome gift from the 
not-me part of the 
mind. Today I am 
Justin. Somehow I 
know this – my name is 
Justin-and at the same 
time I know that I‘m 
not really Justin, I‘m 
only borrowing his life 
for a day. 
and only borrows the body. A 
could also accesses the memory 
A possesses.     
 
 
Table 2: The Implications of Gender Ambiguity in David Levithan‟s Every 
Day   
No Page Data Meaning Category 
1. 253 ―Even before I open 
my eyes, I like Vic. 
Biologically female, 
gendered male. 
Living within the 
definition of his 
own truth, just like 
me. He knows what 
he wants to be. Most 
people our age don‘t 
have to do that. They 
stay within the realm 
of the easy. If you 
want to live within 
the definition of your 
own truth, you have 
to choose to go 
through the initially 
A wakes up as 
Vic, 
biologically 
female, 
gendered male. 
A feels happy 
for it because 
Vic seems to 
live within the 
definition of 
his own truth 
that he is 
actually female 
and feel that he 
is actually 
male. It is just 
like A who 
lives within the 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Distinguish
ing Sex 
and 
Gender  
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painful and 
ultimately 
comforting process 
of finding it.‖  
truth, that A is 
genderless. A 
also mentions 
that living in 
the definition 
of the truth is 
not easy as 
people mostly 
stay within the 
realm of easy.  
2 130-
131 
―I take her 
hand...She look 
down at our hands 
―this is weird,‖ she 
says. ―What?‖ She 
Squeezes once, then 
pulls her hand away. 
―This.‖ ―What do 
you mean?‖ ―It‘s not 
like the other day. I 
mean, It‘s a different 
hand. You‘re 
different.‖ ―But I‘m 
not.‖ ―You can‟t say 
that. Yes, you‟re 
the same person 
inside. But the 
outside matters, 
too.” “You look the 
same, no matter 
what eyes I‟m 
seeing you through. 
I feel the same.”  
A says that A 
sees Rhiannon 
as the same, no 
matter in what 
eyes A uses to 
see her 
through. It can 
also be seen 
that love does 
not have 
something to 
do with 
gender, sex, or 
what so ever. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Excluding 
Gender in 
Love 
Relation 
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E. The Data Trustworthiness 
According to Given (2008: 859), several ways could be used to obtain 
trustworthiness in a qualitative research. Checking the validity and reliability of 
the data can be considered as one of them. Therefore, the researcher employed 
‗triangulation‘ technique to demonstrate the data trustworthiness. The technique 
is significant in a qualitative research to establish reliability and validity of the 
data since bias in the interpretation and data collection could be relatively high, 
thereby must be diminished.   
To achieve reliability, the researcher used intra-rater technique through the 
following steps. First, the data of the research were checked and evaluated with 
the theoretical concept presented in the figure of conceptual framework. 
Second, the researcher read and re-read the data until he was finally positive 
that the data acquired valid interpretation as presented in the conceptual 
framework. Consistency of the data was the objective in doing this technique.  
Peed-debriefing technique (Creswell, 2009: 192) was employed to check 
the validity of this research. This also means that the researcher invited four of 
his friends who are also literature students to help him in reviewing the data of 
this research and giving inputs to gain the validity. The researcher also 
consulted the data to the first and second advisors, considering that they are 
proficient to analyze literary works. Those processes were done through all the 
data.   
F. Data Analysis Technique 
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As this research is a qualitative research in which gathering and relating to 
the data are done to discover particular phenomena, some steps relating to it 
would be applied. In the research, the phenomenon that is discovered and 
analyzed here is gender ambiguity as the novel is believed carrying the issue of 
gender ambiguity in it. Starting from that issue and the method used, several 
steps have been chosen to do the research. Steps are mentioned as follows:   
1. Identifying and classifying the data from the work by making some 
highlights and notes, according to the topic of the research: gender 
ambiguity in the novel. 
2. Reading and rereading the work comprehensively and arranging the data into 
the data table.  
3. Categorizing the data into some categories in the table based on research 
objectives, which are the portrayal of gender ambiguity and the implications 
of gender ambiguity in the novel. 
4. Creating relation between collected data and the theory to acquire the 
findings of the two objectives: showing how gender ambiguity is portrayed 
and finding out the implications of gender ambiguity in the novel. 
5. At last, formulating an interpretation of the findings found by the researcher 
based on the understanding about the theory.
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CHAPTER IV 
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
 
This chapter explains and examines the findings and also the discussion 
from the findings. The findings are processed after the researcher finished 
accumulating and sorting the appropriate data to the objectives. Following the 
research objectives, the findings are divided into two parts. First, it shows 
how gender ambiguity is portrayed in David Levithan‘s Every Day. Second, it 
reveals the implications of gender ambiguity in David Levithan‘s Every Day. 
The narration below provides the comprehensive explanation. 
A. Findings 
1. The Portrayal of Gender Ambiguity in David Levithan‟s Every Day 
From Sprago‘s statement which says that queer theory focuses on diverse 
range of critical practices and priorities such the representation of same-sex 
desire can be found in literary texts, songs, films and images (1999: 9), it can 
be concluded that it is possible to see the representation of same-sex desire 
and queer in literary text. Furthermore, The depiction of gender ambiguity in 
David Levithan Every Day is considered  match with the theory provoked by 
Sprago which is based on Faucoult‘s idea. 
The researcher would explain the portrayal of gender ambiguity through 
(1) the genderless main character and (2) the main character‘s love experience 
as these two things are considered as the things used by the novel to deliver 
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the idea of gender ambiguity. Furthermore, these two things are assumed  to 
be the things that strongly carry the issue of gender ambiguity in the novel. 
The data and the explanation about how gender ambiguity is portrayed in the 
work of David Levithan‘s Every Day are as follow. 
a. The Genderless Main Character 
To be in a gender is not merely about being a man or woman, especially 
when it is about loving someone or having sexual desire. Defining gender has 
to be started by seeing through collective intellectual engagements with the 
connection among sex, gender, and sexual desire (Sprago, 1999: 8-9). 
However, people take gender in accordance to the societal values. Many of 
them do not even realize that the meaning of being in a gender can still be 
argued. Those who are aware of gender ambiguity are judged against 
normality. 
Additionally, gender as it is known now is still ambiguous since it is 
actually constructed by human and when it is connected to sexual desire, it 
becomes taboo (Namaste, 2007: 3). This also means that gender cannot be 
represented along sexual desire because if it does, the phenomena like a group 
of people with same sex desire would never appear. In addition, talking about 
gender in relation to sexual desire seems to be prohibited. No one should ever 
talks about this and this has created the gap among society and made people 
who believe that gender is ambiguous is considered as the wrong one. 
Therefore, those people try to convince others about gender ambiguity 
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through various ways, including literature as it is the most possible way to talk 
about gender since the discussion of gender is still considered taboo. Thus, 
some literary works can be considered portraying gender ambiguity. 
David Levithan‘s Every Day, through its genderless main character, is 
believed to show gender ambiguity in some ways. Even in the beginning of 
the story, it has given a hint that the novel, with its concept, would depict 
gender ambiguity through A, the main character of this novel. ―Every day I am 
someone else, I am myself—I know I am myself—but I am also someone 
else. It has always been like this.‖ (Levithan 2012:1).  The quotation shows 
that A as the main character does not have exact body and A has to move from 
one body to another without even considering or choosing the gender or sex A 
is going to inhabit in every day. This also means that A is genderless and it 
enables A to be able to see the world from many different perspectives, 
including being male or female, a man or a woman. From this understanding, 
the researcher believes that the ambiguity of gender would be carried in the 
novel through its genderless main character. 
Moreover, A is fully in control of the memory A possesses, yet the 
memory of the person A gets into could also be accessed. On the other hand, 
this condition enables A to hide his existence from normal people. By 
pretending to be someone A inhabits in, A lives the life. 
  The information is there. I wake up, open my eyes, understand that it is a 
new morning, a new place. The biography kicks in, a welcome gift from 
the not-me part of the mind. Today I am Justin. Somehow I know this – 
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my name is Justin-and at the same time I know that I‘m not really Justin, 
I‘m only borrowing his life for a day. (Levithan 2012: 1) 
 
  This datum above shows that A is still A, although being in different body 
every day. Furthermore, two data mentioned above give an understanding that 
in the whole story, A would be in different life and different body every day 
yet A is still in control of anything. However, A would never be in people‘s 
body with different age from A. ―From what I can tell, every person I inhabits 
is the same age as me. I don‘t hop from being sixteen to being sixty.‖ 
(Levithan: 2012: 2). From the datum, it can be seen that A grows as a normal 
person. A grows through each year in A‘s life as a normal human does. A also 
encounters being a child and teenager. The differences are only A has no exact 
body and sees life much more complex that normal human does. Therefore, A 
would never be a male or female, a man or a woman yet A has also 
experienced the life as other people do since A does not inhabit people‘s body 
with different age as A. This also means that A, with genderless state A 
possesses, can show gender ambiguity, since A sees the world from the inside, 
with many different perspectives and different sex or gender.   
Since A inhabits a different body every day, A encounters and experiences 
the situation that no one ever does. A happens to dress and act like women and 
men. A even finds out that being human is not something that can be defined 
as simple as it is seen. ―We all contain mysteries, especially when seen from 
the inside.‖ (Levithan, 2012:3). This datum shows that humans consist of 
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many things which are still being left unanswered and some of them are 
assumed to be the understanding of being in a gender as some people consider 
it as something constructed. Therefore, defining human seems to be much 
complicated. Moreover, although A would always be in different body every 
day, what A has already learnt would be taken with A. The following datum 
would represent the statement. ―Knowledge is the only thing I take with me 
when I go.‖ (Levithan: 2012: 7). From the datum, it can be concluded that the 
knowledge A has gained is brought with A even when A has already moved in 
a different body. In conclusion, since A is destined to be genderless and has to 
move from one body to another including being a male or female every day 
and A is totally in control of A‘s consciousness, A, the main character of the 
novel is believed to be able to depict the ambiguity of gender. In addition, 
since A experiences and sees many different lives from many different 
perspectives, it can be assumed that the novel, through A, is able to show that 
gender is ambiguous.  
b. The Main Character‟s Love Experience 
Gender is only a label which is created for some reasons rather than 
biological aspects. Furthermore, queer theory criticizes the idea that male are 
supposed to act as men rather than women and fall in love with female which 
people usually see as normal for ―gender is constructed‖ (Butler, 1990: 8). 
This also emphasizes that the most significant aspect is what the heart or the 
feeling tells. Gender does not play its role in loving someone since it is 
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constructed. Therefore, the phenomena such as lesbian and gay appear to the 
surface of society. 
Moreover, since A‘s genderless state is considered as the thing that could 
show gender ambiguity, A‘s love to a girl named Rhiannon can also be 
considered as the thing that could depict gender ambiguity even stronger. This 
idea is concluded from the fact that A, who has no exact gender, is able to feel 
the love since the day A meets Rhiannon. In addition, this fact can also be 
seen as a fact which is against people‘s common perception of gender, that the 
one who is supposed to fall in love with girls are men. That A can have the 
feeling of loving someone, in this case, Rhiannon, is represented by the datum 
below.  
And as we drift into sleep, I feel something I‘ve never felt before. A 
closeness that isn‟t merely physical. A connection that defines the fact 
that we‟ve only just met. A sensation that can only come from the 
most euphoric of feelings: belonging. What is it about the moment 
you fall in love? How can such a small measure of time contain such 
enormity? Suddenly I realize why people believe in deja vu, why people 
believe they‘ve lived in the past lives, because there is no way the years I 
spent on this earth could possibly encapsulate what I‘m feeling. The 
moment you fall in love feels like it has centuries behind it, generation-all 
of them rearranging themselves so that this price, remarkable intersection 
could happen. In your heart, in your bonds, no matter how silly you know 
it is, you feel that everything has been leading to this, all the secret arrows 
were pointing here, the universe and time itself crafted this long ago, and 
you are just now realizing it, you are just now arriving at the place you 
were always meant to be (Levithan, 2012:22-23). 
 
The datum presented above shows that A who is genderless can, in fact fall in 
love with a girl named Rhiannon. Here, the novel seems to emphasize gender 
ambiguity. As most people believe that gender plays a significant role in 
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loving someone, the love A has to Rhiannon can show that people‘s 
perception about gender is supposed to be reconsidered as the quotation also 
mentions that closeness is not merely physical. Moreover, as stated by Butler 
(1990: 8), gender is constructed by human with certain purposes (Butler, 
1990: 8). Thus, this could also mean that it does not exist naturally as sex. 
Therefore, it can still be argued since people often mistakenly consider these 
two things as the same thing, gender and sex, especially when it comes to 
love.  
Meeting Rhiannon has suddenly changed A‘s life. A usually pretends to 
be the one he gets into. Yet, starting from that moment, A starts thinking about 
Rhiannon although A has already moved into another body in the whole story. 
It does not really matter being a man or a woman, male or female, the feeling 
that A has to Rhiannon never changes. Therefore, It can also be assumed that 
A‘s love to Rhiannon can represent gender ambiguity since A is genderless yet 
A can fall in love with Rhiannon. In the novel, A physically changes. Yet A 
does not change inside. On the other hand, A would always move to one body 
to another every day, but the feeling A has for Rhiannon does not change. In 
short, through its main character, gender or physical appearance does not have 
anything to do with the feeling of loving someone.  
As A’s love to Rhiannon becomes stronger, A starts to ignore everything 
A used to do, as if Rhiannon has already become the purpose of A‘s life. This 
is represented in the datum below.   
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 Normally, I would take these as parameters. Normally, I would stay 
within Nathan‘s safe zone. But not today. Not with a chance of meeting 
Rhiannon again...it‟s as if when you love someone, they become your 
reason (Levithan, 2012: 68). 
 
A keeps thinking of meeting Rhiannon although A is not supposed to do that 
while being in someone‘s body. This also represents Rhiannon as the reason 
why A does things since A loves her and none matters.  
A does anything to meet Rhiannon continuously as A moves to another 
body every day. A even tells her about the fact that A loves her although the 
outside look of A is different every day. For Rhiannon, it is definitely 
something that she can easily believe. Yet A tries to convince Rhiannon by 
telling her that she is the same Rhiannon A knows, although the eyes A uses to 
see Rhiannon are different every single day. 
I take her hand...She look down at our hands ―this is weird,‖ she says. 
―What?‖ She squeezes once, then pulls her hand away. ―This.‖ ―What do 
you mean?‖ ―It‘s not like the other day. I mean, It‘s a different hand. 
You‘re different.‖ ―But I‘m not.‖ ―You can‘t say that. Yes, you‘re the same 
person inside. But the outside matters, too.‖ ―You look the same, no 
matter what eyes I‟m seeing you through. I feel the same. (Levithan, 
2012:130-131) 
 
  The datum above clearly shows that love itself is the most significant thing in 
loving someone. This might be easy for A, but not for Rhiannon. She seems to 
keep thinking about the possibilities of having this kind of love with A. 
However, through A, the novel shows that the most important thing is only the 
feeling someone has. This is also represented in the datum below: 
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 But what about Justin? What made that so different?” “You,” I say. 
Just one word, and she finally understands. Just one word, and the 
door to the enormity is finally unlocked. “That makes no sense,” she 
says. And the only way to show her how it makes sense, the only way 
to make the enormity real, is for me to lean over and kiss her...I am 
not kissing her because I want to, and I am not kissing her because I 
need to – I am kissing her for a reason that transcends want and 
need, that feels elemental to our existence, a molecular component on 
which our universe will be built It is not our first kiss but this is the first 
kiss where she knows me, and that makes it more of a kiss than the first 
kiss ever was (Levithan, 2012: 131-132). 
 
 From the quotation, it can be seen that Rhiannon even let herself to be kissed 
by A although A is currently in a body of a girl named Kelsea Cook. This 
shows gender ambiguity in the novel since A is genderless. The fact that A 
loves her so much more than anyone else makes Rhiannon feels the love and 
let A kiss her although A is in a body of a girl. 
As Rhiannon starts to feel A’s love for her grows deeper, A‘s appearance 
does not affect her perception since A is someone who truly and deeply loves 
her. When one day A is in the body of a man named Adam Cassidy, Rhiannon 
can already guess that A is actually in Adam‘s body only by noticing the way 
Adam sees her. After all, it is A who is in control of Adam‘s body.        
  I see her, and she knows exactly who I am. There is no way for her to 
know this. But she knows. She walks away from classroom, walks 
toward me. Another bell rings and the rest of the people drain out of the 
hall, leaving us alone together. ―Hey,‖ she says. ―Hey,‖ I say... “How 
did you know it was me?” I have to ask. “The way you look at me,” 
she says. “It couldn‟t have been anyone else.” (Levithan, 2012: 174) 
 
The datum above also shows that the way someone sees the one he or she 
loves represents the feeling. This also means that the feeling of loving 
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someone matters more than just the outer look. Rhiannon starts to accept and 
understands about the love A has for her although at first she does not believe 
that this kind of love would last long.   
The novel does not simply stop in showing gender ambiguity that way. 
There is a day when A is in Rhiannon‘s body. It absolutely feels just like a 
dream for A to be in Rhiannon‘s body, the girl A loves. However, A does not 
take any advantage of being in Rhiannon‘s body as A feels that love has to be 
sincere and harmless to one another, it has to grow strongly by itself from the 
inside. The datum below represents this. 
I decide not to take a shower, or even to change out of last night‘s 
underwear. When I go to the bathroom, I will keep my eyes closed. I 
feel naked enough looking in the mirror and seeing Rhiannon‘s face. I 
can‘t push it any further than that. Brushing her hair is already too 
intimate (Levithan, 2012: 190).  
 
This datum also shows that although A is genderless, A knows what love 
actually means. When A is in Rhiannon‘s body, A respects her as the one A 
loves. A tries not to be so reckless in doing something. This also shows how 
much A loves her.   
The next day, Rhiannon asks A to meet her. At that moment, A explains 
everything A does when A is in her body. Knowing the fact that A does not 
take any advantage of being in her body, Rhiannon starts to wonder whether A 
is a man or a girl. Rhiannon assumes that normally, boys would always be 
boys and girls would always be girls at some points no matter what. However, 
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A does not show any sign of being in a sex or even gender. A is completely 
neutral. The data below shows how A encounters this situation.   
  She gives me a hint of grin. ―Good point.‖ She takes a sip of coffee, and I 
can tell another question‘s coming. ―I know this is weird, but . . . I keep 
wondering. Are you really not a boy or a girl? I mean, when you were 
in my body, did you feel more . .  at home than you would in the body 
of a boy?” It‟s interesting to me that this is the thing she‟s hung up 
on.”I‟m just me,” I tell her. (Levithan, 2012: 205) 
 
  This datum also shows how the novel through the main character works 
together to portray gender ambiguity. By being genderless and moving from 
one body to another, A shows that gender is ambiguous and by loving 
Rhiannon, A depicts that the important thing of love is to accept one another 
from the inside, it is about what the heart really tells. 
In the end of the story, when A is about to leave Rhiannon, the novel 
shows that gender is not something that really matters to love someone. This 
is also represented in the datum below. 
She holds me. She holds me so hard there‘s no thought in it of letting go. 
“I love you,” I tell her. “Like I‟ve never loved anyone before.” “You 
always say that,” she says. “But don‟t you realize it‟s the same for 
me? I‟ve never loved anyone like this, either.” ―But you will,‖ I say. 
―You will again (Levithan, 2012: 319).  
 
Since genderless state of A is understood, this datum shows clearly that both A 
and Rhiannon love each other although Rhiannon never knows whether A is a 
man or woman, male or female. Moreover, Gender or physical appearance 
cannot be the parameter for someone to love somebody. This can be seen from 
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the existence of A in the novel who is genderless and able to love Rhiannon 
deeply.  
2. The Implications of Gender Ambiguity in David Levithan‟s Every Day 
Since A, the main character of the novel is genderless and has to move 
from one body to another every day, the novel is considered as one of literary 
works which consists of the ambiguity of gender. This is not only the main 
reason, A‘s love to a girl named Rhiannon is also believed as the thing that can 
be considered depicting the ambiguity of gender as A who does not have 
gender can have strong feeling to her and the fact that they also love each 
other also strengthens this idea as well. In addition, the novel is believed as 
one of literary works which can show that the concept of gender as people 
know now is still ambiguous. 
People‘s false perception on gender is the source of this problem. 
However, many people still believe that those two things are actually the 
same. People who disagree and stand against this understanding are the one 
who is considered wrong. Therefore, it can be concluded through its main 
character, the novel tries to explain that people need to reconsider their 
perception on gender as several things about gender is still ambiguous. Two 
things related to gender ambiguity that can be implemented from  the novel 
are as follow.    
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a. Distinguishing Sex and Gender  
David Levithan‘s Every Day is one of famous novels which is considered 
as the novel which portrays the issue of gender ambiguity with its unique 
concept.  ―Every day I am someone else, I am myself—I know I am myself—
but I am also someone else. It has always been like this‖ (Levithan: 2012:1). 
From the quotation, it can be concluded that the novel, through its main 
character, A, seems to try to show people the idea about someone who is not 
tied up by boundaries, including gender or sex. On the other hand A‘s 
genderless state is considered as the thing that can deliver the idea about life 
and show many possibilities which cannot be seen by human as they are tied 
up by so many things. In addition, Edelmen‘s statement which says ―queer is a 
zone of possibilities‖ (1996: 6) can be connected with this novel since it is 
considered as one of queer works. In other words, David Levithan‘s Every 
Day offers the example of the possibilities for people who do same-sex desire 
to have their place among society by explaining that gender and sex are 
actually two different things since most people still assume that gender and 
sex are actually the same since many things related to gender are considered 
ambiguous, unlike sex which is biological. 
Furthermore, the idea of explaining the ambiguity of gender starts to pop 
up in the novel, especially when A possesses the body of a girl named Vic. A 
distinguishes gender and sex as something which is completely different, not 
as two thing which have the same meanings.  
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 Even before I open my eyes, I like Vic. Biologically female, 
gendered male. Living within the definition of his own truth, just 
like me. He knows what he wants to be. Most people our age don‘t 
have to do that. They stay within the realm of the easy. If you want to 
live within the definition of your own truth, you have to choose to 
go through the initially painful and ultimately comforting process 
of finding it (Levithan, 2012: 253).  
The datum above strongly represents the idea of gender ambiguity. It explains 
that sex and gender are something which is completely different. Sex is 
biological. A person is destined to be male or female and it cannot be avoided 
or even denied. As for gender, it is something else. Somebody can possibly 
choose which gender he or she wants to be. This statement can be connected 
to Butler‘s idea which says ―gender is constructed‖ (Butler, 1990: 8). 
Therefore, it is not the product of nature, but the product of human. In other 
word, it is constructed by many factors such as culture, society, and even 
religion and it is different from sex which is biological. Since it is constructed, 
it can be affected by many factors. Thus, things which have a close relation to 
gender and sex, in which people often see them as the same things need to be 
reconsidered, for some people cannot achieve their position in its definition 
and limitation.    
Therefore, through A, the novel offers the idea that the way people or the 
society sees gender and sex as the same thing needs to be reconsidered. While 
sex refers to biological aspects, gender refers to something else, something 
which is actually still ambiguous for it is created and also affected by various 
things such as cultural, social, and even political aspects as some people think 
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that they do not belong to two standarized gender. (Foucault in Sprago, 1999: 
12). 
b. Excluding Gender in love relation 
The novel is believed to explain the ambiguity of gender through several 
ways. Here, the novel gives the idea that to love someone or have sexual 
desire has nothing to do with gender, yet the feeling or inner-most desire does. 
Moreover, as the concept of gender that people or society has already been 
invested in them from time to time, their perception seems to be difficult to 
argue. As for people who try to live within their own definition, they would be 
judged as the one who are mistaken. This is represented in the novel through 
the datum below.      
We come to a corner where there are a few people protesting 
about the festivities. I don‟t understand this at all. It‟s like 
protesting the fact that some people are red-haired. In my 
experiences, desire is desire, love is love. I have never fallen in love 
with gender. I have fallen for individuals. I know it‟s so hard when 
it‟s so obvious...One of the protestor‟s signs catches my eye. 
„Homosexuality is the devil works‟ it says. And once again I think 
about how people use the devil as an alias for things they fear. The 
cause and effect is backward. The devil doesn‟t make anyone do 
anything. People just do things and blame the devil after (Levithan, 
2012: 142). 
The datum above shows how A, when he is in the body of a gay named Hugo, 
A attends gay festivities and encounters the situation when many people who 
stand against it. The datum also shows the reason why they stand against the 
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festivities. A seems to criticize the reason of the people who do the protest in 
the story, for they see homosexuality as false deed and even the devil‘s work. 
Furthermore, the novel through A shows the real life phenomena. These kinds 
of problem appear in the real life and it is caused by the ambiguity of gender 
or what it actually means to be in gender. However, the datum says that a 
person is supposed to fall in love with individuals instead of gender. It also 
says that desire is desire and love is love and they have nothing to do with 
gender. It can also be assumed that to love someone, it has nothing to do with 
gender. This also means that the most important reason to love someone has to 
come from the feeling someone has. 
 In the novel, A happens to fall in love with a girl named Rhiannon and 
starting from this kind of love, the novel starts to offer the idea that gender has 
nothing to do with love even stronger. The datum below shows how A as the 
main character in the novel is able to fall in love with a girl.           
And as we drift into sleep, I feel something I‘ve never felt before. A 
closeness that isn‟t merely physical. A connection that defines the 
fact that we‘ve only just met. A sensation that can only come from the 
most euphoric of feelings: belonging. What is it about the moment 
you fall in love? How can such a small measure of time contain 
such enormity? Suddenly I realize why people believe in deja vu, 
why people believe they‟ve lived in the past lives, because there is 
no way the years I spent on this earth could possibly encapsulate 
what I‟m feeling. The moment you fall in love feels like it has 
centuries behind it, generation-all of them rearranging themselves 
so that this price, remarkable intersection could happen. In your 
heart, in your bonds, no matter how silly you know it is, you feel 
that everything has been leading to this, all the secret arrows were 
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pointing here, the universe and time itself crafted this long ago, 
and you are just now realizing it, you are just now arriving at the 
place you were always meant to be. (Levithan, 2012: 22-23) 
The datum above shows that A, who is genderless could fall in love with a girl 
named Rhiannon. In other words, this quotation also depicts that love or 
sexual desire is something that cannot be easily defined by certain things 
including gender for it is constructed. This statement can be connected to 
Butler‘s which says that gender is only a label which is created for some 
reasons rather than biological aspects (1990: 8). Furthermore, the novel also 
explains that what matters to love somebody is the feeling someone has. The 
following datum represents the idea.    
I choose what to remember, and I‟m choosing Rhiannon. Again 
and again, I am choosing her, I am conjuring her, because to let go for 
an instant will allow her to disappear. The same song that we heard in 
Justin‘s car comes on – Andif I only could, I’d make a deal with God. 
. . . I feel the universe is telling me something. And it doesn‟t even 
matter if it‟s true or not. What matters is that I feel it, and I 
believe it. The enormity rises within me. The universe nods along to 
the song. (Levithan, 2012: 52) 
The datum shows that what actually matters to love someone is what someone 
feels and believes to the one he or she loves. In short, love has to come from 
the heart or the feeling someone has. Moreover, the novel gives an 
understanding about the ambiguity of gender which is still ambiguous 
especially when it has something to do with the act of loving somebody.   
Normally, I would take these as parameters. Normally, I would stay 
within Nathan‘s safe zone. But not today. Not with a chance of 
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meeting Rhiannon again...it‘s as if when you love someone, they 
become your reason. (Levithan, 2012: 30) 
The quotation above explains that when a person loves someone else, the one 
he or she loves is the only reason that matters in their love relation. Through A 
the novel again provokes that nothing matters except someone whom a person 
loves and it has nothing to do with gender. The following datum represents 
also the same thing. 
I take her hand...She look down at our hands ―this is weird,‖ she says. 
―What?‖ She Squeezes once, then pulls her hand away. ―This.‖ ―What 
do you mean?‖ ―It‘s not like the other day. I mean, it‘s a different 
hand. You‘re different.‖ ―But I‘m not.‖ ―You can‟t say that. Yes, 
you‟re the same person inside. But the outside matters, too.” “You 
look the same, no matter what eyes I‟m seeing you through. I feel 
the same. (Levithan: 2012:130-131) 
The datum above shows that gender has nothing to do with the love A has for 
Rhiannon. It also means that to love someone is something that gender could 
never explain. The novel keeps explaining that gender has nothing to do with 
love through A, especially when A is in a body of a girl named Kelsea Cook. 
But what about Justin? What made that so different?” “You,” I 
say. Just one word, and she finally understands. Just one word, 
and the door to the enormity is finally unlocked. ―That makes no 
sense,‖ she says. And the only way to show her how it makes sense, 
the only way to make the enormity real, is for me to lean over and kiss 
her...I am not kissing her because I want to, and I am not kissing 
her because I need to – I am kissing her for a reason that 
transcends want and need, that feels elemental to our existence, a 
molecular component on which our universe will be built It is not our 
first kiss but this is the first kiss where she knows me, and that makes 
it more of a kiss than the first kiss ever was. (Levithan, 2012: 131-132) 
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The quotation above shows that Rhiannon let herself to be kissed by A, 
someone who loves her although A is in the body of a girl after A is able to 
convince her that what only matters for A to love is to love her. Thus, in this 
case, gender does not play its role in love relation.  
The idea put in the novel about gender starts to pop up even clearer as the 
love among A and Rhiannon grows stronger since A has to move from one 
body to another every day and still loves the same girl. Therefore, through 
their love, it can be seen that it is actually possible to love someone by not 
considering gender. A‘s genderless state and the love A and Rhiannon have 
show the ambiguity of gender, that gender is supposed to be excluded in 
loving someone when it comes to loving someone. In the novel, when A is 
about to leave Rhiannon, gender ambiguity is strongly seen and the following 
datum represents the explanation. 
She holds me. She holds me so hard there‟s no thought in it of 
letting go. “I love you,” I tell her. “Like I‟ve never loved anyone 
before.” “You always say that,” she says. “But don‟t you realize 
it‟s the same for me? I‟ve never loved anyone like this, either.‖ 
―But you will,‖ I say. ―You will again.‖ (Levithan, 2012: 319). 
The datum above shows that gender does not matter for Rhiannon anymore. 
She loves A for the way A really is although at first it is difficult for her to 
believe in this kind of love. In addition, the novel tells that it is possible to 
love someone while putting aside the concept of gender. This can also be 
connected to Foucault‘s idea. 
49 
 
 
 
Sexuality seems, like gender, to be simply there, but also to be 
somehow special, personal, a matter of our ‗inner most desires‘ – who 
we want, what we want, how we want. It‘s something inside us, a 
property, our property. But having so much invested in believing 
sexuality to be natural does not mean that it is. (Sprago, 1999: 12) 
Therefore, it can be concluded that what actually matters is the feeling a 
person has. It has nothing to do with gender for it is still ambiguous. The 
novel explains that it is true that someone is born male or female biologically. 
However the novel tries to argue the idea of using gender as the parameter to 
love someone or to have sexual desire by offering the love story of A and 
Rhiannon. On the other hand it also offers the idea that gender has nothing to 
do with love or desire, especially gender in which some people think that 
gender is determined by sex, which finally produces two standarized gender, 
‗men‘ and women‘. The novel, through A‘s love relation, gives an example 
that to love someone or have sexual desire has to come from the feeling which 
is come from the inside and it cannot simply be defined by gender.  
 
B.  Discussions 
Most people believe that gender and sex are basically the same thing. 
Moreover, the concept that men are supposed to wear pants instead of skirts 
and fall in love with women instead of men is believed to be people‘s 
perception. On the other hand, if this is how life works, group such as feminist 
and queer would never exist and then argue the definition of gender. Those 
groups believe that gender is constructed and still ambiguous.  
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Furthermore, it has already become a common perception that gender and 
sex are basically the same and no one should ever argue this concept. 
However, people like Foucault and Butler believe that gender is constructed 
socially and culturally. They explain it in a different focus. While Butler 
concerns on gender equality between men and women, Foucault concerns 
more about the relation of gender and sexual desire. He disagrees with the 
idea that men are supposed to fall in love with women and women are 
supposed to fall in love with men. On the other hand, he also explains that it is 
right to say someone is male or female biologically. Yet, he argues the idea of 
using gender as the parameter to love someone or to have sexual desire. He 
stands with the idea that gender is taboo and it has nothing to do with love or 
desire. He believes that to love someone or have sexual desire has to come 
from the feeling which is come from the inside and cannot simply be defined 
by gender.  
This idea then leads to the existence of groups called queer or 
homosexual among society. They start to seek for their freedom. They want 
their existence to be accepted by people or society as they really are. 
However, this would never be easy since the concept of gender people know 
now has already been invested in them from time to time. Therefore, many of 
those people start their movement by showing the idea of gender ambiguity 
through songs, images, books, and other products of art as they see the 
possibilities in putting an idea in the product of arts, including literary works. 
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In addition, they see the possibilities in offering the basic idea of queer in arts, 
including literary works since most people have already agreed that there is no 
restriction in creating arts. 
David Levithan‘s Every Day is a novel which tries to show gender 
ambiguity. The story is about A who is genderless and has to move from one 
body to another every day. ―Every day I am someone else, I am myself—I 
know I am myself—but I am also someone else. It has always been like this.‖ 
(Levithan 2012:1). This enables A to see many different lives from many 
different perspectives including being male and female. A‘s life somehow 
portrays gender ambiguity, especially when A meets Rhiannon and falls in 
love with her. It shows how gender works in society and how it is in A‘s 
perspective since A is born genderless and inhabits various numbers of bodies. 
In other word, A sometimes sees things differently as A sees things from the 
inside.  
The love A has to Rhiannon has nothing to do with gender since A is 
genderless. As for Rhiannon, it seems to be difficult for her to have such love 
at first. However, as the time goes by, she falls in love with A and accepts A 
for what A really is, even though it also means that they have to face so many 
problems.   
The novel is believed to portray gender ambiguity. Moreover, it explains 
that gender is still ambiguous and cannot cover what love or sexuality actually 
is. Gender ambiguity is strongly shown by A‘s experiences in inhabiting 
52 
 
 
 
different bodies while being genderless and A‘s love to Rhiannon. From these 
two factors, it can be seen that common perception of gender is still 
ambiguous as shown from the following datum ―I don‘t understand this at all. 
It‘s like protesting the fact that some people are red-haired. In my experiences, 
desire is desire, love is love. I have never fallen in love with gender. I have 
fallen for individuals‖ (Levithan, 2012: 142). and sex and gender are actually 
two different things, shown in the following datum ―Even before I open my 
eyes, I like Vic. Biologically female, gendered male. Living within the 
definition of his own truth, just like me‖ (Levithan, 2012: 253). Furthermore, 
the reason to love someone cannot simply be defined by gender as it is 
something that deals with the feeling human possess. A is born genderless. 
Yet, the fact that A can fall in love and be loved by someone is found in the 
novel. This is represented in the following datum.  
She holds me. She holds me so hard there‟s no thought in it of letting 
go. “I love you,” I tell her. “Like I‟ve never loved anyone before.” 
“You always say that,” she says. “But don‟t you realize it‟s the same 
for me? I‟ve never loved anyone like this, either‖ (Levithan, 2012: 
319). 
In short, the novel, through A‘s existence, feeling or inner most desire is what 
matters to love someone. As for Rhiannon, she can feel A‘s love to her and it 
does not matter for her whether A is in male or female form, although at first it 
is difficult for her to understand it. In addition, Rhiannon can feel the love 
beyond the concept of gender. It is comes from the inside, the feeling she has 
to A. What matters is only love.  
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Furthermore, gender ambiguity seen in the novel also has the 
implications. The novel offers the idea that gender is still ambiguous and it 
needs to be reconsidered when it refers to love or sexual desire. Moreover, the 
novel assumes that the definition of gender has to be separated from sex as 
they are two different things. The novel shows the sign of disagreement 
toward people who see other people who do same-sex desire as the one who is 
mistaken. It explains that what matters to love someone is the love itself. By 
using someone whose body A inhabits and the love A and Rhiannon have for 
each other, the novel criticizes the concept of gender that seems to be 
ambiguous here.  
Many countries consider people who do same-sex desire as the one who 
is mistaken. They can even go to jail by practicing it. In short, although some 
countries have given them space for their existence, some still consider those 
people as the one who is completely wrong. Therefore, while being in a sex is 
defined as biological; the definition of having a gender needs to be 
reconsidered for it is still ambiguous and cannot encapsulate queer people‘s 
existance. 
Although David Levithan‘s Every Day, with its main character is a 
fiction, it can also be considered believable as the issue brought and portrayed 
can be found in real life or among society. The problem caused by gender or 
to be precise, gender ambiguity remains even until now. In short, this novel 
shows how gender ambiguity causes problem when it comes to sexual desire 
54 
 
 
 
or love and offers the possibilities for people who do same-sex desire or 
homosexuality to obtain their place in society as the novel explains that the 
gender and sex are two different things and people should not make gender as 
the parameter to love someone, for it is still ambiguous. 
In addition, Every Day is not the first novel of David Levithan portraying 
gender ambiguity. Boy Meets Boy (2003), his first novel, can also be 
considered as the novel strongly portraying gender ambiguity and same-sex 
desire. Yet, Every Day offers another angle in offering the idea of gender 
ambiguity and same-sex desire. Here, A, the main character in the novel is not 
tied up by boundaries such as race, tribe, religion, sex, and even gender. In 
other word, A is neutral while the main character in Boy Meets Boys shows 
people about the problem caused by gender ambiguity through a boy who 
loves another boy. However, the discussion about gender ambiguity by using 
a genderless main character in Every Day can still be continued as the ending 
of the novel shows A who leaves Rhiannon for her sake.   
In conclusion, the definition of being in a gender needs to be reconsidered 
when it refers to people‘s right to choose whom they love or their sexual 
desire. Therefore, people would never harm and discriminate others just 
because they choose a different path. Discrimination should not exist among 
people because of gender or the definition of being or having gender and its 
limitation, for it is still ambiguous. 
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CHAPTER V 
CONCLUSIONS 
 
 
Based on the findings and discussions from the analysis of Levithan‘s Every 
Day using Queer Theory explained by Foucault in chapter four, the researcher is able 
to draw the conclusions in relation to research objective mentioned in chapter one 
below. 
1. The novel portrays gender ambiguity by using the genderless main character and 
the main character‘s love experience. A, the main character, moves from one body 
to another every day while having the same person to love, Rhiannon. Being 
genderless also enables A to see many different lives from many different 
perspectives, including being male and female. This is what enables the novel to 
deliver the idea of gender ambiguity. A is able to see the world from the inside of 
many people and know life much better than normal people do. Furthermore, the 
love A has for Rhiannon is another thing which enables the novel in delivering the 
idea of gender ambiguity. Their relationship definitely triggers problems to rise, 
not only for A, but also for Rhiannon. She used to believe that love should be the 
relation among male and female, men and women. Yet as Rhiannon keeps meeting 
A and spends time together, her idea about love changes. Rhiannon admits that she 
loves A for the way A really is. On the other hand, this also means that love is not 
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something that can simply be defined by gender or sex. Moreover, the novel seems 
to say that what matters is love itself and the feeling of loving somebody.  
2. The implications of gender ambiguity can be answered as the portrayal of gender 
ambiguity in the novel has been offered. The novel also assumes that gender is 
something which is completely different from sex and and has nothing to do with 
love through A‘s genderless state and A‘s love to Rhiannon. Furthermore, The 
novel mentions about how society or people who stand against homosexuality or 
same sex desire treat and judge people who supports and believe in the idea of 
same sex desire or homosexual. In addition, the novel through A tries to tell and 
convince people that sex and gender are two different things, love is love, and 
desire is desire. To love someone, it has nothing to do with gender but the feeling 
for the person somebody loves. Someone is supposed to love individuals as a 
whole, gender is supposed to be excluded. 
In conclusion, gender ambiguity is portrayed through the genderless main character 
of the novel and the main character‘s love experience. Furthemore, not only the 
genderless state A possesses and the love A has to Rhiannon can be used to portray 
gender ambiguity, but they can also be used to find out the implications of gender 
ambiguity in the novel. 
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APPENDIX I 
 
THE SUMMARY OF DAVID LEVITHAN‟S EVERY DAY 
 
A is born genderless and has to move from one body to another every day after 
he closes his eyes for the night sleep and wake up with the different body. A could 
sometimes be a male or female. However, A does not hop from being sixteen to being 
sixty. A learn about life from many different perspectives for A has to move from one 
body to another every day. Moreover, A can access the memory A has and the person 
A gets into.  
The story begins in day 5994, when A is 16 years old. The body that A borrows 
that day is a body of boy named Justin. This is the day when A first meets Rhiannon. 
She is Justin‘s girlfriend. While being in Justin‘s body, A knows that their 
relationship is not going well. Justin does not love her as she loves him. Furthermore, 
A feels pity for Rhiannon and decides to give happiness to her although it is only 
once. 
A realizes that it is actually something that A should never does. Yet, A does it.  
As A and Rhiannon enjoys their time, A feels that A falls in love with Rhiannon. The 
way Rhiannon treats Justin when A is inside his body makes A feel something which 
has never been experienced before. When the time for them to part comes, A still 
cannot stop thinking about her. Rhiannon is the first person A has ever loved. 
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Unfortunately, A has to face his destiny that tomorrow A would be in the different 
body. 
A keeps moving from one body to another every day with the feeling of loving 
Rhiannon remains on A’s head. A does the thing A never does before and even after 
Rhiannon breaks up with Justin, they keep meeting each other and their love remains 
the same. However, Rhiannon states that she could not accept this relationship for 
any longer for she realizes that she has to do relationship with the different person 
every day, a man or a girl, having bad or good appearance. However, A keeps trying 
to convince Rhiannon that love is what actually matters.  
A wonders whether A is able to have an exact body. A keeps trying to find the 
answer and A seems to find a way when A meets Poole in day 6028. Unfortunately, 
the way gives too much cost, for A would take over the life from the person whose 
body is borrowed by A. Finally, A decides to leave Rhiannon for a good sake to both 
of them. A does not want to literarily take over others‘ life. In day 6033, A wakes up 
as Alexander Lin and thinks that Alexander is the right person as A‘s replacement for 
Rhiannon. A intends to leave Rhiannon to Alexander because A knows that Alexander 
would be able to please her and become the right person to her. When A tells 
Rhiannon that A is leaving, Rhiannon feels upset and she says that she truly loves A 
whatever it costs. A explains that A loves her too. Yet A does not want to see her 
suffer. Therefore, A decides to leave Rhiannon with Alexander as A‘s replacement. 
Furthermore, they stop arguing and spend their last moment together until finally A 
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closes A‘s eyes. The next day, day 6034, the last day in the story, A wakes up as Katie 
and has to face the fact that it is the beginning of A‘ life without Rhiannon.   
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APPENDIX II 
 
A. The Portrayal of Gender Ambiguity in David Levithan‟s Every Day 
No Page Data Meaning 
1 1 
 
Every day I am someone else, I am myself—I 
know I am myself—but I am also someone else. It 
has always been like this. 
A has no exact gender and has to move to another body 
each day. It then enables A to experience so many different 
lives including being male or female. 
2 1 The information is there. I wake up, open my 
eyes, understand that it is a new morning, a new 
place. The biography kicks in, a welcome gift 
from the not-me part of the mind. Today I am 
Justin. Somehow I know this – my name is Justin-
and at the same time I know that I‘m not really 
Justin, I‘m only borrowing his life for a day. 
A is in Justin‘s body and in fully control of Justin‘s body 
for one day only, including his memory. Yet A knows that 
A is not Justin and only borrows the body. A could also 
accesses the memory A possesses.     
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3 2 From what I can tell, every person I inhabits is the 
same age as me. I don‘t hop from being sixteen to 
being sixty. 
Although A moves from one body into another every 
day, A would not inhabit people with different age as A. 
In other word, A does not jump from being sixteen to 
being sixty. This also means that A experiences being a 
child and teenager. In short, A experiences life as normal 
human does. The differences are only A has no exact 
body and sees life much more complex that normal 
human does.      
4 3 We all contain mysteries, especially when seen from 
the inside. 
A realizes that human is still difficult to be understood 
since A is able to see things differently from the inside. 
5 5-6 And as we drift into sleep, I feel something I‘ve 
never felt before. A closeness that isn‘t merely 
physical. A connection that defines the fact that 
we‘ve only just met. A sensation that can only 
come from the most euphoric of feelings: 
belonging. What is it about the moment you fall in 
love? How can such a small measure of time 
contain such enormity? Suddenly I realize why 
people believe in dejavu, why people believe they‘ve 
lived in the past lives, because there is no way the 
years I spent on this earth could possibly encapsulate 
A who is genderless here feels falling in love with 
Rhiannon and relates everything to this love since it is 
the first time A experiences such feeling.  
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what I‘m feeling. The moment you fall in love feels 
like it has centuries behind it, generation-all of them 
rearranging themselves so that this price, remarkable 
intersection could happen. In your heart, in your 
bonds, no matter how silly you know it is, you feel 
that everything has been leading to this, all the secret 
arrows were pointing here, the universe and time 
itself crafted this long ago, and you are just now 
realizing it, you are just now arrivingat the place you 
were always meant to be 
6 7 Knowledge is the only thing I take with me when I 
go. 
It can be concluded from the datum that the knowledge 
A has gained is brought with A even when A has already 
moved in a different body. In conclusion, since A is 
destined to be genderless and has to move from one 
body into another including being a male or female 
every day and A is totally in control of his 
consciousness. 
7 68 Normally, I would take these as parameters. 
Normally, I would stay within Nathan‘s safe zone. 
But not today. Not with a chance of meeting 
Rhiannon again...it‟s as if when you love someone, 
they become your reason. 
A does not stay in Nathan‘s safe zone as he used to do 
when he inhabits someone‘s body and this is caused by 
A‘s love to Rhiannon. 
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8 130-131 I take her hand...She look down at our hands ―this is 
weird,‖ she says. ―What?‖ She Squeezes once, then 
pulls her hand away. ―This.‖ ―What do you mean?‖ 
―It‘s not like the other day. I mean, It‘s a different 
hand. You‘re different.‖ ―But I‘m not.‖ ―You can‘t 
say that. Yes, you‘re the same person inside. But the 
outside matters, too.‖ “You look the same, no 
matter what eyes I‟m seeing you through. I feel 
the same. 
Rhiannon feels that the condition she encounters with A 
is hard. The fact that A is the same inside and different 
outside seems to be a problem. Yet, A says that A sees 
Rhiannon as the same, no matter in what eyes A uses to 
see her through. 
9 131-132 But what about Justin? What made that so 
different? “You,” I say. Just one word, and she 
finally understands. Just one word, and the door 
to the enormity is finally unlocked. “That makes 
no sense,” she says. And the only way to show her 
how it makes sense, the only way to make the 
enormity real, is for me to lean over and kiss 
her...I am not kissing her because I want to, and I 
am not kissing her because I need to – I am 
kissing her for a reason that transcends want and 
need, that feels elemental to our existence, a 
molecular component on which our universe will be 
built It is not our first kiss but this is the first kiss 
where she knows me, and that makes it more of a 
kiss than the first kiss ever was. 
A kisses Rhiannon to explain that all makes sense 
although A is in another person‘s body. A convinces her 
that A is A, no matter whose body A gets into.  
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10 174 I see her, and she knows exactly who I am. There is 
no way for her to know this. But she knows. She 
walks away from classroom, walks toward me. 
Another bell rings and the rest of the people drain 
out of the hall, leaving us alone together. “Hey,” she 
says. “Hey,” I say... “How did you know it was 
me?” I have to ask. “The way you look at me,” 
she says. “It couldn‟t have been anyone else. 
Rhiannon notices and knows that Adam Cassidy is 
actually A inside although A does not give a word. She 
notices from the way Adam looks at her. 
11 190 I decide not to take a shower, or even to change out 
of last night‘s underwear. When I go to the 
bathroom, I will keep my eyes closed. I feel naked 
enough looking in the mirror and seeing Rhiannon‘s 
face. I can‘t push it any further than that. Brushing 
her hair is already too intimate. 
A does not want to see Rhiannon‘s body fully. When it 
comes to parts of her body that A thinks it is not 
supposed to be watched or seen, then A will not try even 
a glance.   
12 205 She gives me a hint of grin. ―Good point.‖ She takes 
a sip of coffee, and I can tell another question‘s 
coming. ―I know this is weird, but . . . I keep 
wondering. Are you really not a boy or a girl? I 
mean, when you were in my body, did you feel 
more . .  at home than you would in the body of a 
boy?” It‟s interesting to me that this is the thing 
she‟s hung up on.”I‟m just me,” I tell her. 
Rhiannon eagerly asks A whether A is a boy or a girl. A 
answers that A is A. 
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13 319 She holds me. She holds me so hard there‘s no 
thought in it of letting go. ―I love you,‖ I tell her. 
―Like I‘ve never loved anyone before.‖ ―You always 
say that,‖ she says. ―But don‘t you realize it‘s the 
same for me? I‘ve never loved anyone like this, 
either.‖ ―But you will,‖ I say. ―You will again.  
As their last time approaches its end, they once again 
state that they love each other so much. It‘s the first time 
for both of them, yet it is also the last for A. As for 
Rhiannon, A convinces her that she will feel this kind of 
love again someday. 
 
 
B. The Implications  of Gender Ambiguity in David Levithan‟s Every Day 
 
No Page Data Meaning Category 
1 1 Every day I am someone else, I am 
myself—I know I am myself—but I am 
also someone else. It has always been like 
this.  
A has no gender or on the other word, 
A is genderless. A has to move from 
one body to another every single day 
since the day A was born.  
 
 
Distinguishing Sex 
and Gender 
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No Page Data Meaning Category 
2 253 Even before I open my eyes, I like Vic. 
Biologically female, gendered male. 
Living within the definition of his own 
truth, just like me. He knows what he 
wants to be. Most people our age don‘t 
have to do that. They stay within the realm 
of the easy. If you want to live within the 
definition of your own truth, you have to 
choose to go through the initially painful 
and ultimately comforting process of 
finding it.  
A wakes up as Vic, biologically 
female, gendered male. A feels happy 
for it because Vic seems to live within 
the definition of his own truth that he 
is actually female and feel that he is 
actually male. It is just like A who 
lives within the truth, that A is 
genderless. A also mentions that living 
in the definition of the truth is not easy 
as people mostly stay within the realm 
of easy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 142 We come to a corner where there are a few 
people protesting about the festivities. I 
don‘t understand this at all. It‘s like 
protesting the fact that some people are 
red-haired. In my experiences, desire is 
desire, love is love. I have never fallen in 
love with gender. I have fallen for 
individuals. I know it‘s so hard when it‘s 
so obvious...One of the protestor‘s signs 
catches my eye. ‗Homosexuality is the 
devil works‘ it says. And once again I 
A, who happens to see so many 
different things and lives from many 
different perspectives does not agree 
with the people who protest the gay 
festivities. A explains what matters to 
love someone is the one whom he or 
she loves. A also adds that people who 
judge that gay festivities as the devil‘s 
work only blame the devil for things 
they have done.  
 
 
 
Excluding Gender 
in Love Relation 
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No Page Data Meaning Category 
think about how people use the devil as an 
alias for things they fear. The cause and 
effect is backward. The devil doesn‘t make 
anyone do anything. People just do things 
and blame the devil after. 
 
 
 
 
 
4 22-23 And as we drift into sleep, I feel 
something I‘ve never felt before. A 
closeness that isn‘t merely physical. A 
connection that defines the fact that we‘ve 
only just met. A sensation that can only 
come from the most euphoric of feelings: 
belonging. What is it about the moment 
you fall in love? How can such a small 
measure of time contain such enormity? 
Suddenly I realize why people believe in 
dejavu, why people believe they‟ve lived 
in the past lives, because there is no way 
the years I spent on this earth could 
possibly encapsulate what I‟m feeling. 
A feels falling in love with Rhiannon 
and relates everything to this love 
since it is the first time A experiences 
such feeling. In addition, it can be seen 
that A, who has no exact gender or sex 
can also fall in love and explains that 
close relation such love is not merely 
physical.. 
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No Page Data Meaning Category 
The moment you fall in love feels like it 
has centuries behind it, generation-all of 
them rearranging themselves so that 
this price, remarkable intersection 
could happen. In your heart, in your 
bonds, no matter how silly you know it 
is, you feel that everything has been 
leading to this, all the secret arrows 
were pointing here, the universe and 
time itself crafted this long ago, and you 
are just now realizing it, you are just 
now arriving at the place you were 
always meant to be.  
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No Page Data Meaning Category 
5 52 I choose what to remember, and I‟m 
choosing Rhiannon. Again and again, I 
am choosing her, I am conjuring her, 
because to let go for an instant will allow 
her to disappear. The same song that we 
heard in Justin‘s car comes on – And if I 
only could, I’d make a deal with God. . . . 
I feel the universe is telling me 
something. And it doesn‟t even matter if 
it‟s true or not. What matters is that I 
feel it, and I believe it. The enormity rises 
within me. The universe nods along to the 
song. 
Through A, the novel shows that what 
matters to love someone is what a 
person feels and believes. It has to 
come from the heart or the feeling 
someone has.  
 
6 68 Normally, I would take these as 
parameters. Normally, I would stay within 
Nathan‘s safe zone. But not today. Not 
with a chance of meeting Rhiannon 
again...it‘s as if when you love someone, 
they become your reason. 
A does not stay in Nathan‘s safe zone 
as he used to do when he inhabits 
someone‘s body and this is caused by 
A‘s love to Rhiannon. She becomes 
the reason why A does that. 
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No Page Data Meaning Category 
7 130-131 I take her hand...She look down at our 
hands ―this is weird,‖ she says. ―What?‖ 
She Squeezes once, then pulls her hand 
away. ―This.‖ ―What do you mean?‖ ―It‘s 
not like the other day. I mean, It‘s a 
different hand. You‘re different.‖ ―But I‘m 
not.‖ ―You can‟t say that. Yes, you‟re 
the same person inside. But the outside 
matters, too.” “You look the same, no 
matter what eyes I‟m seeing you 
through. I feel the same. 
A says that A sees Rhiannon as the 
same, no matter in what eyes A uses to 
see her through. It can also be seen 
that love does not have something to 
do with gender, sex, or what so ever. 
8 131-132 But what about Justin? What made that so 
different?‖ ―You,‖ I say. Just one word, 
and she finally understands. Just one word, 
and the door to the enormity is finally 
unlocked. ―That makes no sense,‖ she 
says. And the only way to show her how it 
makes sense, the only way to make the 
enormity real, is for me to lean over and 
kiss her...I am not kissing her because I 
want to, and I am not kissing her because I 
need to – I am kissing her for a reason that 
A kisses Rhiannon to explain that all 
makes sense although A is in Kelsea 
Cook‘s body. Furthermore, Rhiannon 
also lets herself to be kissed by A. This 
also shows that gender does not play a 
role in having sexual desire or loving 
somebody. 
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No Page Data Meaning Category 
transcends want and need, that feels 
elemental to our existence, a molecular 
component on which our universe will be 
built It is not our first kiss but this is the 
first kiss where she knows me, and that 
makes it more of a kiss than the first kiss 
ever was. 
9 319 She holds me. She holds me so hard 
there‘s no thought in it of letting go. ―I 
love you,‖ I tell her. ―Like I‘ve never 
loved anyone before.‖ ―You always say 
that,‖ she says. ―But don‘t you realize it‘s 
the same for me? I‘ve never loved anyone 
like this, either.‖ ―But you will,‖ I say. 
―You will again.‖. 
As their last time approaches its end, 
they once again state that they love 
each other so much. It‘s the first time 
for both of them and it actually 
happens. The novel seems to offer the 
example of love relation where the 
feeling is what actually matters does 
exist. 
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